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27 Almost three months after
“abandoning ship during a severe
storm, Ken Buder has been re-
Munited with his life's dream.
7 4Irs a tremendous relief, like I
st had a cast removed,” the
Prince Edward Island sailor said
“YWednesday as he watched his
‘pine-metre “sloop being loaded

i

IS o tostament to the 30-yoar-

1#1d Swamba’s seaworthiness and

“Avir.’ Butler's housckeeping, the
20,000 boat locked surprisingly
tact.

Its mast was gone, the bow
guardrail was broken, and frayed
ropes dangled _from railings
arcund the boat. But the hull and
outside cabin and windows looked
unharmed.

Dirty socks and a hand towel
could still be seen draped over a
makeshift clothesline inside the
cabin window. Toilet paper rolls
were still stacked neatly up
against another porthole.

The story of bow the small
vessel came to be on the pier
Wednesday involves generosity
and almost unbelievable coinci
dence.

About four or five days into his
dream trip, which Mr. Butler says
would have been an odyssey, he
ran into bad weather.

The retired university profes-
sor and his two crewmates were
heroically saved in late June by a
special _rescue  wunit from_ the
Rowan Gorilla I oil rig near Sable
Island. The last time Mr. Butler
saw rhe Swamba, massive waves
were obscuring it about 20 nauri-
cal miles (37 kilometres) from
Sable Island.

But the boat bobbed alone in
the ocean for almost two months
and drifted about 400 kilometres
until Aug. 23. That Sunday after—
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The boat Who Wouldn Tt smk

Ken Butier of Charfottetown, heads past his sailboat Swamba in Halifax on Wednesday. Butler abandonec

the vessel in hea
Saipem $7000 of

seas off theé coast of Nova Scotia in June and it was recovered by the heavy lift vessel
of Newfoundiand two months later. Butlier's contribution of S3000
has been donated by the caprmn and Crew of Saipern S7000 to the Hab

n_lieu of salvage fees
ax Mission to Seamen.

noon, the world’s largest ocean-
going crane stumnbled across it.

The Saipem 7000, on its way to
take part in the Sable Offshore
Energy _Project, lifted  the
Swamba from the ocean onto its
deck. Officials with the Saipem
and the Sable project estimate it
cost about $50,000 to salvage the
small boat_

“They very kindly have waived
their salvage fees and I made a
contribution 1o the Missions to
Seaman at their request,” Mr.

Butler said. “I’m extremely grate-
ful” The head of Missions to
Seamen was also grateful to the
Saipem. *“This is extremely gener-
ous” Rev. Brian Evans said of the
$3,000 contribution.

‘The organization operates on
donations and on revenue from
telephone services and conces-
sions. Missions to Seamen antici-
pares it will help abour 16,000
sailors this yvear.

“TI've done everything (for sail-
ors) from providing grief counsel-

ling to getting a watch fixed anc

everythin, in  between,” Mr
Evans sai
Meanwhile, Mr. Butler is tak

ing the Swamba to a Cheste:
marina to put it up for the winter
It'll be spring before the Char
lottetown resident can begin re
pairs to get the sailboat seawor
thy again.

“I have total faith in that boat
Look what it's done.

“I think the boat was bette:
than the crew.”




